
September 29, 2006

The Honorable Samuel W. Bodman
Secretary
U.S. Department of Energy
1000 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC 20585

Dear Secretary Bodman,

As the Fernald Citizens Advisory Board (FCAB) completes 13 years of service to 
the U.S. Department of Energy, we wish to congratulate DOE on nearing closure 
and restoration of the Fernald site.  We are proud to have been a key part of the 
partnership in this success story along with DOE’s contractors and the Ohio and U.S. 
EPAs. 

In 1999, the FCAB began to shift its focus from cleanup to the long-term stewardship 
of the Fernald site. Now that all of the major physical components of cleanup are 
virtually complete, stewardship has fully become the most important aspect of 
Fernald for the community.  

While much has been achieved, we wish to reiterate several of our major 
recommendations on long-term stewardship issues that will remain critical to the 
long-term success of Fernald, and/or have yet to be brought to completion. As 
such, while these recommendations are officially presented to the attention of 
Environmental Management in accordance with our charter, we respectfully ask that 
DOE formally present them to Legacy Management on our behalf so that they will get 
the attention that they require.

Community-Based Stewardship
In our 2002 report, Telling the Story of Fernald, the FCAB coined the term 
Community-Based Stewardship to describe the active involvement of those living and 
working near a site in its ongoing management. The success of Fernald will depend 
on well-informed and aware community members—now and in the future—who have 
immediate access to meaningful, relevant, up-to-date, and user-friendly information. 
We recommend that the concepts proposed in our report remain central to how the 
Fernald site is managed and how the public is engaged into the future. In particular, 
we recommend that DOE encourage and support the development of the Fernald 
Community Alliance (FCA) and any similar or successor organizations, and engage 
these organizations directly in the development and implementation of programs and 
activities that will make Fernald an integral part of the local community.

Multi-Use Education Center
The establishment and management of a MUEF on the Fernald site is the 
cornerstone of the Fernald community’s vision for the future of Fernald. We are 
supportive and excited about the possibilities presented by the draft designs of the 
University of Cincinnati. We strongly recommend that DOE follow through on its 
commitment to create this facility and engage the local public in its development and 
use. However, the building itself is nothing without a strong connection to educational 
programs on and related to the Fernald site. We also recommend that DOE support 
and expand upon the many existing educational programs and relationships with 
local educators.
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